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FOREWORD 

The objectives of this revision are to:

1.	 Update NZS 3109 in the light of the recently published NZS 3101 
Concrete Design Standard.

2.	 Structure the revised NZS 3109 in a form which is compatible 
with the building control regime established under the Building 
Act 1991.

3.	 Reflect the developments in materials and practices which have 
occurred since the last revision of this Standard.

REVIEW OF STANDARDS

Suggestions for improvement of this Standard will be welcomed.  
They should be sent to the Chief Executive, Standards New Zealand, 
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6020.
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NEW ZEALAND STANDARD

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION

1 	 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1.1 	 Scope and application 

1.1.1 
This Standard provides a means of compliance with the construction requirements for structures 
designed in accordance with NZS 3101.  This Standard may also provide minimum requirements for 
the construction of reinforced concrete, unreinforced concrete, prestressed concrete or a combination, 
in elements of any building or civil engineering structure designed on any other basis.

1.1.2 
For the production of concrete, compliance with this Standard is satisfied through compliance with 
NZS 3104.

1.2	 Interpretation 

1.2.1 
In this Standard the word “shall” indicates a requirement that is to be adopted in order to comply with 
the Standard, while the word “should” indicates a recommended practice. 

1.2.2 
Subject to 1.2.1, clauses prefixed by “C ” are comments, explanations, summaries of technical 
background, recommended practice or suggest approaches which satisfy the intent of the Standard.  
They relate to the corresponding mandatory clauses where present.  They are not to be taken as the 
only or complete interpretation of the corresponding clause nor should they be used for determining 
in any way the mandatory requirements of compliance within this Standard.  The Standard can be 
complied with if the comments are ignored.

1.2.3
Cross-references to other clauses or sub-clauses within this Standard quote the number only, for 
example “.... slump required by 6.8.1”.

1.2.4
Where this Standard contains non-specific or unqualified requirements (such as where provisions are 
required to be acceptable, adequate, applicable, appropriate, relevant, satisfactory, suitable or the like,) 
or where it refers to work complying with drawings and specifications other than those prepared in 
accordance with NZS 3101 then these do not form parts of the means of compliance with construction 
requirements for structures designed in accordance with NZS 3101 as a verification method for 
compliance with the New  Zealand Building Code.

Amd 1 
Aug ’03

C1.2.4
Where the non-specific or unqualified requirements of 1.2.4 are applied, then such application 
is treated as an alternative solution to the New Zealand Building Code and needs to be to the 
satisfaction of the territorial authority.
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